THE RATIONALITY OF BUDDHISM.          2^

lead to enlightenment, to that spiritual comprehension which
alone can bring about freedom from sorrow. On the other
hand the knowledge of the truth involves both a subjective-
and an objective element, and therefore possesses two criteria.
Firstly the perception of truth is possible only for a mind free
from prejudice and passion. Secondly, as truth never lies on
the surface, it needs pains to dive deep and grasp it. Higher
than the knowledge of the truth is its internal appropriation,
the practical realization of the truth through suitable train-
ing and development of one's intellectual and moral powers,.
the acquisition of enlightenment by investigation and con-
templation coupled simultaneously with moral rectitude and
love for all beings.

In Buddhism there are no beliefs which are not the out-
come of knowledge. It does not constrain the rational
human mind to dwell upon insoluble problems. Is the
world eternal, or is it not eternal ? Is the world finite, or
is it not finite ? Such questions have no value for
Buddhism. t( These inquiries," says the Blessed One
in JPotihapdda Sutta^ u have nothing to do with things
as they are, with the realities we know; they are not con-
cerned with the law of life ; they do not make for right
conduct 3 they do not conduce to the absence of lust, to
freedom from passion, to right effort, to higher insight, to
inward peace." Nor does Buddhism contain anything
esoteric or mystic. In his last moments the Lord said to
Ananda : (t I have preached the truth without making any
distinction between exoteric and esoteric doctrine; for in
respect of the Dharma, Ananda, the Tathagata has no such
thing as the closed fist of a Teacher who holds something
back." On another occasion the Buddha said : " Secrecy
is characteristic of three things : women who are in love
seek secrecy and shun publicity; so also do priests who
claim to be in possession of special revelations, and all those
who stray from the path of truth. Three things shine
before the world and cannot be hidden. They are the
moon, the sun, and the truth proclaimed by the Tathagata.
There is no secrecy about them." Such dicta flatly contra-
dict the oft-repeated assertion that the Buddha taught
during his lifetime secrets to his favourite disciples, or left a